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by Alison Lukes

Alison Lukes, formerly with Michael Kors, is a personal stylist and
shopper in Washington, DC. She is relocating to Raleigh this summer.
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hen I was 3 vears old my  as Michael Kors hit his stride, winnin

i

marher refused o buy me 2 the Womenswear Designer of the Year

and “altered’

‘lorence  Eisman 1
of Louis Vuitwon, Christ
Dior and Marc Jacobs

suit, 1The botroms, without
an elastic waist, didn

Ll very well, bur [ was derer became the Lreatve :‘|‘|.|:_'_
Manager. [uring

re, Wi ..iLI!'.L'l'II.J CYTWEEL

mined to ger the look T de
sired
My first job our of college foorwear,  handbags,

was working for fashion de- grances and a4 mens we

sipner Michael Kors as assis-

Fashion De-
signers of America (CFDA)
and selling a third © [ his
business to LVMH (owners

1N

my TCn-

a
line and 1 upgraded out « [

tant to the CEO—]ohi Lukes the SAMmps closer 1o a new

Orchulli, Michaels business windowed space.
partner. | was the 22nd employee and Afrer living in New York for four years

my desk was in the sample closet. Later and Paris for another, [ was ready o mov
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home to Washington, DC. A friend sug-
pested crearing u business using onc of my
best skills—shopping. And Alison Tukes
et Cie was launched. | inmediarely
printed  business cards and markering
materials and hoped tor the best.

Almast three vears Later, T have con-
sulced with socialite ladies who like
designer clothing, corpurare men and
women and new mathers looking w me
o help them look and feed their best, The
consulring process is different for every
cliene. For some, 15 a special occasion,
for uthers a "-hl."lJEI"l or even monchly ap-
pointment. Fach client has different frus-
trarions and fashion uibularions, Together
fashion difficulties.
Walking into someones closcr is mest-

we work 1o dispel their

ing his or her fashion ghosts, Inseourities,
aspirations and dreams. | iry o help peo-
ple 1o like how they loak, '\F:-l:f].i_l less an
their wardrobes and feel more comforr-
ahle and confident. 1 don't believe in
making people over, but in making the

muost af whar chey have, as in the case of

“Courrney.”

Courtney is 46 years old, She has
three children and her husband is 2 parr-
ner in a law firm. She rakes great care of
hersell and her family and enjoys her
par-time business.
Courtney has wonderful caste and likes
to look chic while driving carpool, pol-
ished for cliens and |L‘||'|Lir1l~_r, Jppmj'lri:nr
fur evenings with her hushund and his
husiness associares,

She has an amazing abiliry ro decorare
a room, bur dressing herselt is much
mare difficulr. Our relatonship, as it
does with every client, starred in her

closer, We went through each irem; she

inrerior  design

told me what pieces she loved ro wear,
whar pieces she was lrustraced with and
whar picces she docsn't wear—and why.
Perhaps she would wear the blouse she
spent oo much money on if only she
had rhe perfect
has a few grear suits, but the perfect shoce
eluded her.

I creared a list of picces o add, picces

skirt to pair it with, She

m replace and occasions ro shop for. We
consigned 1ems of value, dumnd the rest
and pmncd pieces o be altered, Courtney
was left with a perfectly organized doser.
well edited with room for the missing

E‘;-r.'n_‘ﬁ Mow it was rime to go shopping,
eicher rogether or Twent on my own and
brought pieces  her house, adding thar
there was no pressure for her to buy any-
thing. And every piece | hrought was
rerurnable. It a piece wasn't absolutely per
fect, | wouldn' et her buy ir.

With the wardrobe complete, | creared

a look book for Courtney with pictures of

'i."lIL.:_I.[.‘i WEVE r LL L0 "'l‘l'."l ':."J.-li_'l'l using

picces already in her wardrobe—in new
ways for o [resh look, | indicated whar sort
of an event cach ourfit is appropriare for
=0 thiat when I am nor around she can eas-
ilv be pertectly dressed.

'he process wor ked well tor Coureney,
W har abour vou?

For more about personal srylist Alison
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lukes.com. o
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